Kids Impacting the World for Christ

APRIL 2019

the
middle
east

Turkey
You get on an airplane and travel to the country
of Turkey, which connects the continent of Europe
with the continent of Asia. It is also full of history.
The Apostle Paul was born in Turkey, and another
biblical person, Noah, is said to have run his ark
onto Turkey’s Mt. Ararat after the flood.
The seven churches the Apostle John wrote about
in the Bible’s book of Revelations are in Turkey,
though today the main religion in the country is
Islam. Followers of Islam are called Muslims and
don’t believe Jesus is the Son of God. Muslims
are supposed to pray five times a day, but most
Muslims in Turkey don’t do that. Like followers
of many religions, they find theirs hard to follow
but would never think of leaving it. You find they
believe loving their country is the most important
thing in life, and they think that loving their country
means being Muslim.
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations.”
Matthew 28:19 (NIV)

1st stop | TURKEY

Turkey flag

Capital:
Ankara

Language:
Turkish

symbol:

Star and
Crescent
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FUN FACT!
Turkish Delight, one
of the oldest sweets
in world history,
was featured in The
Lion, the Witch,
and the Wardrobe.
Jelly beans are the
American version of
this Turkish sweet.

TURKEY

Missionaries
Do you know what an evangelist is? It’s someone who tells
others about salvation for those who put their faith in Jesus, and
an evangelist in Turkey had a big problem. A handful of Turks
had become Christians, but they had no place to worship God
or even study the Bible. You may wonder, “Why couldn’t they
just meet in their home?” In Turkey, many people believe that
to not be a Muslim is to not be Turkish. So if the neighbors who
lived in apartments so close to the Christians saw and heard
them gathering to study and worship Christ, they would suspect
they were Christians and not good Turks!
Turks like to hang out together, eat together and talk together,
and the neighbors would very quickly discover that the
Christians were reading the Bible and worshipping Christ –
which would create conflicts that would make it very difficult to
tell the neighbors about Jesus. The pastor had to find a building
to rent in order for the Christians to begin meeting together.
PRAYER REQUEST
Lord, show us how to act wisely and loving toward people outside
the kingdom of God.
GIVING CHALLENGE
Set aside 25 cents each week so that children in Turkey—and all
nations—will hear the gospel of Jesus Christ.

POP QUIZ!
People in Turkey believe that you have to be a Muslim to
be a true citizen of Turkey.

Q: In how many nations did Jesus command Christians to
make disciples?

A:

A.

All nations

Congratulations, you’ve now visited Turkey!
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Iraq
Crossing the border into the neighboring country of
Iraq, you fly over a vast desert before landing between
the Tigris and Euphrates rivers in an area known as the
“cradle of civilization.” Many people believe this is where
the Garden of Eden was located. Historians have traced
the earliest writing, medicine, commerce and science to
this region.
Many of the stories you read in the Bible took place
here, including the Tower of Babel, where the people
of the world went from having one common language
to many different languages. This is where Abraham
was born; Daniel was thrown into the lions’ den; and
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were thrown
into the fiery furnace. It is where Jonah brought God’s
message of repentance to the city of Nineveh after he
spent three days inside the belly of a giant fish.
Today, native missionaries are walking in Jonah’s
footsteps to bring God’s message of salvation to people
who live in the hills and plains that cover the ancient city
of Nineveh.
“There is joy in the presence of God’s angels when even one
sinner repents.” Luke 15:10 (NLT)

2nd stop | IRAQ

Iraq flag

Capital:
Baghdad

Language:

Arabic and Kurdish

Symbol:

Golden eagle
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MISSIONARIES
Beep! Beep! A large van stops next to you, and out steps a
man dressed in a white lab coat with a stethoscope around
his neck. He’s a doctor, but he’s also a native missionary – and
he’s here to take you on a mini-missions trip. Climbing into
the passenger seat, you’re greeted by seven other nurses and
doctors along for the ride. The van bumps along winding dirt
roads in the mountains of northern Iraq before stopping at a
collection of tents in the middle of nowhere. Children run out
of the tents, followed by mothers with scarves tied around
their heads.
You help the missionaries set up a tent and unload boxes of
medicine and Bibles as a line forms outside the tent. With no
hospitals nearby, these families are eager to see a doctor. A few
years ago, they fled from their homes to hide in the mountains
when a violent group of people known as the Islamic State
attacked their cities. Every person who visits the “mobile
medical clinic” hears the gospel and receives free medical
care – and many of them have accepted Jesus as their savior
because of Christians’ loving behavior toward them.
PRAYER REQUEST
Dear Father God, please help native missionaries in Iraq to share
Jesus’ love with many more people so they will know Him as their
savior.
GIVING CHALLENGE
Say a prayer and ask God to put on your heart how much to set
aside this week to help poor and sick children.

POP QUIZ!
Many of the stories we read in the Bible happened in the
region which is now known as Iraq.

Q: Name two Bible stories that took place in this region.
A:

Garden of Eden; Tower of Babel; Abraham; Jonah; Daniel in lions’
den; or Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the fiery furnace.

IRAQ

FUN FACT!
The Iraqi desert is
home to the most
dangerous snake in
the world, the
saw-scale viper.

Congratulations,You’ve now visited IRAQ
Don’t forget to stamp your passport!

Syria
From Iraq you fly west across the border into Syria. As
your plane lands in Aleppo, the country’s largest city,
you see that war has destroyed apartment buildings
and businesses, leaving many people poor without
jobs or homes. You take a bus to the capital, Damascus,
one of the oldest cities in the world – more than 4,000
years old! The Bible mentions Damascus several times,
such as when the risen Jesus appeared on a road to
Damascus to a man who was an enemy of Christians;
there the man converted into one of the first native
missionaries, the Apostle Paul.
Many people then became Christians in Syria, but now
only one in 10 people is Christian, as most people are
Muslims. The war in Syria has forced about half of the
people to either flee the country or seek shelter away
from their homes within Syria. Native missionaries have
helped these poor Muslims, and many of them have
put their faith in Christ after hearing the good news
that He rose from the dead, and that faith in Him gives
them eternal life.
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal
life.” John 3:16 (ESV)

3rd stop | SYRIA

Syria flag

Capital:

Damascus

Language:
Arabic

Symbol:

Hawk
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FUN FACT!
The golden
hamster, a
popular house
pet, came to the
United States
from Syria in 1971.

SYRIA

MiSSIONARIES
After the war’s last battle in Aleppo, people had no water
and electricity because of the destruction. There was no gas
for cars. And people who fled couldn’t return, because their
homes had been destroyed. Native missionaries were helping
those still in the city by providing fuel for generators to power
electricity, and they also gave them food, water, clothes,
diapers, medicines, blankets and Bibles. They were able to
get into areas that outsiders cannot because they are native
Syrians who know the military people in charge and how to
deal with them.
The native missionaries still provide this aid and lead Bible
groups, songs and games for children, prayer times and
worship. They recently prayed for a 3-year-old child who was
sick, and two days later the mother said he was feeling better.
Such help opens people’s hearts to the good news that Christ
rose and forgave the sins of those who trust in Him. Soon 900
families, many of them Muslim, had put their faith in the Son
of God.
PRAYER REQUEST
Our Heavenly Father, show your lovingkindness and mercy on the
poor and suffering in Syria.
GIVING CHALLENGE
Set aside a dime before sitting down to dinner each day this week
to help poor and needy children like those in Syria.

POP QUIZ!
By seeing Jesus as the risen Son of God on the road to
Damascus, the Apostle Paul saw that He was God and had
the authority to forgive sins.

Q: What is the good news about Jesus?
who trust in Him and His death and resurrection.

A:That He rose from the dead and forgives the sin of those
Hooray, you have toured Syria! Stamp your
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Lebanon
Taking off from Syria, you head west toward the bluegreen waters of the Mediterranean Sea, flying high
above the Syrian Desert and then landing in the only
country in the Middle East with no desert: Lebanon.
Smaller than the size of Connecticut, this tiny country
north of Israel is famous for its cedar trees. In fact, the
cedars of Lebanon are mentioned 75 times in the Old
Testament. King Solomon built his temple with wood
from these trees, and the Egyptians used the resin from
the trees for mummification. The original people of
Lebanon, called the Phoenicians, built the world’s very
first boat with the trees.
After taking a picture of a 2,000-year-old cedar, you
decide it’s time to sample another one of Lebanon’s
famous attractions: food! In an outdoor café, a server
sets before you plates of pita bread with olive oil and
hummus (a dip made from chickpeas). After feasting
on the mezze – what Americans call “appetizers” –you
decide to order the national dishes of kibbe, a minced
lamb pie, and tabbouleh, a salad made with tomatoes,
parsley, and cracked wheat.
“Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but
with actions and in truth.” 1 John 3:18 (NIV)

4th stop | LEBANON

Lebanon flag

Capital:
Beirut

Language:
Arabic

Symbol:

Cedar tree
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MISSIONARIES
Keeping in step with the leader of a local ministry, you
descend a narrow trail into a large stretch of green land
dotted with farms and vineyards…and tent camps.
Sandwiched between Lebanon’s two mountain ranges
is the Bekaa Valley, now home to many people from the
neighboring country of Syria who fled from their homes
when the Islamic State attacked their cities – just like they
did in Iraq.
The ministry leader guides you through one of the camps
as small children chase one another between the tents.
He holds back the flap of a large tent to reveal a group
of children sitting at their desks, taking notes from their
teacher’s lecture. With help from Christians in the United
States, the ministry started two tent schools for nearly 300
refugee children from Syria who were in danger of having
no education. They also built a big, colorful playground near
the tent schools. “I love to learn,” says a smiling 8-year-old girl.
“And I love coming here because I have the chance to play
with my friends!”
PRAYER REQUEST
Dear Father God, please help children from Syria to learn about
Jesus Christ and His love for them in the tent schools in Lebanon.
GIVING CHALLENGE
Every time you complete a homework assignment, set aside a
nickel to help poor children like those attending the tent schools
in Lebanon.

POP QUIZ!
Thanks to gifts from Christians in the United States, a
ministry in Lebanon started tent schools for refugee children.

Q: What would make a Christian give money to a ministry on
the other side of the world?

A:

Jesus’ love is so powerful that it compels Christians to want
to share this love with people all over the world.

LEBANON

FUN FACT!
Underground in
Lebanon is a giant
limestone cave more
than five miles long
called the Jeita Grotto.

WOW, You have finished visiting Lebanon! Make sure to
stamp your passport before boarding your next flight!

FUN TIME!
Lets see how well you payed attention.
Find each country’s symbol in this word search.

Hi I am Wally!
I’m only hiding once in this
issue. Can you find which
page I’m on?

A: Pg. 8

Golden hamsters love strawberries!
Can you help this hamster get to his sweet treat?

FUN TIME

Name
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