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Mexico
Imagine you are an eagle soaring high over North
America, Central America and South America –
half the world! Starting in Mexico, you fly from its
desert border with the United States all the way to
its tropical tip in the Caribbean Sea. There you land
on a nearly 100-foot high pyramid, part of a town
built by the native Maya people 1,500 years ago!
They worked on it over hundreds of years to honor
imaginary gods and as burial places for their rulers.
When explorers from Spain arrived about 500
years ago and asked the native people what
the area was called, they answered in their own
language with a word, “Yucatan” – which means,
“I don’t understand you.” The Spanish explorers
thought they were saying the area was called
Yucatan, and that is why it is today called Mexico’s
state of Yucatan. The explorers went on to take
over the rest of several tribal peoples’ territory, so
most people in Mexico today come from a mix of
Spanish and native generations and enjoy things
from both native culture, such as chili peppers, and
Spanish culture, such as bull-fighting.”
“Therefore I will praise you, LORD, among the nations; I will
sing the praises of your name.” Psalm 18:49 (NIV)

1st stop | MEXICO

Mexico flag
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Mexico City
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Golden
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www.christianaid.org /childrenwithamission

FUN FACT!
Chocolate
(including hot
chocolate!) was
invented by the
native Aztec tribe of
Mexico more than
500 years ago

MEXICO

Missionaries
Flying over Mexico’s large cities, you find modern buildings,
laptops, smart phones and well-educated people who work
hard to earn a living, but many people in the countryside still
live as they did 500 years ago – planting just enough food to
survive and believing in imaginary gods and spirits. They do
not trust people from outside their villages, and they are deeply
afraid that the gods and spirits they believe in will punish them
if they do something wrong. You find that babies in remote
southwestern Mexico wear red ribbons because their parents
think they will protect them from evil spirits.
So it takes a long time for missionaries even from their
own country to talk with them about Jesus. But the native
missionaries create construction, bakery or dental businesses
and work as carpenters, bakers and dentists so they can spend
enough time with villagers to gain their trust and explain to
them about God’s love. In this way, many tribal people become
free from fear of imaginary gods and find the joy of knowing
salvation in Jesus.
PRAYER REQUEST
Our Father in Heaven, please help native missionaries to reveal
Jesus and His salvation to people who would otherwise never
know Him.
GIVING CHALLENGE
Every time you smell food, think of God’s heart for the poor who have
little to eat. Set aside 10 cents each week to help poor children.

POP QUIZ!
The Pyramid of Cholula outside Puebla, Mexico is the
world’s largest pyramid, measuring 1,480 feet by 1,480
feet and 217 feet high, though the Great Pyramid of Giza
in Egypt is taller at 455 feet.

Q: Why did ancient peoples in Mexico build pyramids?
A:

They used pyramids as temples honoring imaginary gods
and as burial places for their rulers

Congratulations, you’ve now visited Mexico!
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ColombiA
If you fly like an eagle to South America, one of the
first things you see is a huge mountain range in the
country of Colombia, along with a giant rainforest and
vast grasslands. You also see many fields where coffee
beans are grown. Colombia produces more coffee than
any other country except Brazil and Vietnam, and it is so
common that even children in Colombia drink coffee
after dinner, usually mixed with milk. There is even an
amusement park in Colombia built around the theme
of coffee.
Many kids cannot afford to go to such amusement
parks, though, as more than one-third of the people are
very poor. Most of them do not have running water or
houses safe enough to live in, and many cannot afford
to see doctors, go to school or find jobs. Flying over
major cities, you see people on the city edges living in a
jumble of shacks that they have built too close together.
“When the poor and needy search for water and there is none,
and their tongues are parched from thirst, then I, the Lord, will
answer them.I, the God of Israel, will never abandon them”
Isaiah 41:17 (NLT)

2nd stop | COLOMBIA

Colombia flag
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Andean
Condor
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MISSIONARIES
As you fly over the Amazon rainforest that covers one-third of
Colombia, you see hundreds of native missionaries traveling to
one place by horse, motorcycle, canoe and other means to get
through jungles, over steep mountains and down rivers. For
some it takes nearly a week to get to the place where they will
learn how to teach the Bible and good news of Christ. They
hear a missionary tell them how he shared about Jesus’ death
and resurrection with a man whose family was always fighting.
It took a long time, but finally the man put his faith in Jesus’s
sacrifice for his salvation. As the man prayed for the rest of his
family and they saw how Jesus made him a better person,
some of them also became Christians – and the family is no
longer fighting. This story encourages the other missionaries.
As natives of their country, they know the best ways to get
through dangerous jungles to bring the gospel to remote
villages, and they know their ways of life to know best how to
tell them the gospel in ways they will understand.
PRAYER REQUEST
Lord, help these Christians to overcome rough terrain and other
obstacles to bring word of Christ’s love to suffering people.
GIVING CHALLENGE
Imagine that the walls and roof of your home didn’t keep out the
rain. Each time it rains, set aside 10 cents to give to poor and needy
children around the world.

POP QUIZ!
It is not easy to travel through thick jungles full of snakes
and other wild animals to bring word of Jesus Christ’s love.

Q: Why do you think native missionaries from Colombia are
best suited to travel in these areas and bring the gospel to native
peoples?

A:

Native missionaries know the best ways to get through
dangerous jungles, and they know their ways of life to know
best how to tell them the gospel in ways they will understand.

COLOMBIA

FUN FACT!
In the Amazon
rainforest, you can
see pink dolphins
swimming in the
Amazon River.

Congratulations,You’ve now visited Colombia!
Don’t forget to stamp your passport!

Peru
The huge mountain range you flew over in Colombia
is known as the Andes, and it is the second-highest
mountain range in the world. You continue soaring
over the Andes as they stretch southward into Peru,
and there begins the Amazon River – the longest river
in the world. It winds down the mountains and jungles
3,278 miles to the Atlantic Ocean.
More than half of Peru is Amazon rainforest, and in
one part you see tourists staying in a jungle treehouse
lodge connected by suspension bridges high above
the ground! Alongside you is the largest flying bird on
earth, the Andean Condor, with a wing-span of 14 feet.
Peru has many natural wonders, so no wonder many
people there have long believed that they should pray
to objects in nature and worship them as powerful
spirits – breaking God’s first commandment to have no
other gods besides Him
“They exchanged the truth about God for a lie and
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator,
who is blessed forever! Amen.” Romans 1:25 (ESV)

3rd stop | PERU

Peru flag
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FUN FACT!
You can hike
up a Rainbow
Mountain in Peru

PERU

MiSSIONARIES
A 10-year-old girl named Carmen who lived in northern
Peru did not expect any toys for Christmas. In fact, she never
expected any gifts, because she knew her family was poor.
When missionaries from her own country, known as native
missionaries, arrived in her village and distributed gifts to
her and other poor children, she was overjoyed to receive a
pair of shoes and some clothes. “You cannot imagine how
happy I am,” she wrote to Christian Aid Mission, which relied
on people like your family to provide the money to buy the
presents. “This is the first time I have had a gift for Christmas.
I thank you from the depths of my heart, and may God bless
you richly.”
Some children who were not Christians were also excited
to receive shoes and clothes, so they and their parents were
eager to hear about Jesus. The ministry leader had once been
like their parents – giving gifts and prayers to things in nature
and imaginary spirits because he was not yet a Christian
and didn’t know God – and so they gave him even greater
attention when he spoke. After hearing about salvation in
Christ, many of them became Christians.
PRAYER REQUEST
Lord, help those who don’t know You to find and receive the love
of Christ.
GIVING CHALLENGE
Set aside 25 cents each month to help poor and needy children.

POP QUIZ!
God tells His people to help the poor throughout the Bible.

Q: Who in the Bible says that when we give clothes to those

who don’t have them, it is like we are giving them to Him?

A:Jesus (Read Matthew 25:38-40).
Hooray, you have toured Peru! Stamp your
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ArgentinA
Using your seven-foot wing span to glide over
South America, you follow the Andes mountain
range south nearly the entire length of the planet
and veer left. Now you’re in Argentina, a country of
such variety that you can find jungle jaguars in some
areas and polar penguins in others. The people also
are widely varied, as the tribal natives mixed not
only with people from Spain but from Italy, Germany
and elsewhere in Europe. And like much of Europe
today, most people in Argentina do not know God
– while more than 90 percent say they belong to
the Catholic religion, less than 20 percent actually
attend services at the country’s Catholic chapels
and cathedrals. The country has much wealth from
mining and farming, but much of it is stolen by
corrupt government officials. This leads to injustice;
there are many poor people as a result
of government officials and others getting rich
through corruption.
“Only fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.” Psalm 53:1 (NLT)

4th stop | ARGENTINA

Argentina flag

Capital:
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May
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MISSIONARIES
You find many people in Argentina going to movies, dances,
dance performances and soccer matches, and native
missionaries wanting to talk about Jesus have to be just
as lively if they want to get anyone’s attention. One thing
you see them do is “flash-mob” evangelism: A few native
missionaries play some recorded music at a park and then
start dancing to it. Other missionaries secretly stationed at
the park beforehand gradually join them, and soon a flashmob of 40 Christians is doing a coordinated group dance to
Christian music that they had already practiced, which draws
a crowd. The music stops, and the crowd is ready to hear the
message of Christ’s salvation. At other times, you see teams of
native missionaries spreading out like soccer players to knock
on doors and tell people about an upcoming event in their
neighborhood: a concert where the kind of music they like
will set the stage for a speaker to share about Christ.
PRAYER REQUEST
Lord, may those coming to faith in Christ bring love, honesty and
justice to their neighborhoods for your glory.
GIVING CHALLENGE
Children suffer when their parents ignore or forget God. Set aside
10 cents each week to help native missionaries share the gospel
with entire families through children’s ministries.

POP QUIZ!
The Argentine people are intensely devoted to various forms
of entertainment.

Q: Describe one method that native missionaries use to get the
attention of this entertainment-driven people.

A:

Native missionaries form a “flash mob,” a coordinated dance
to Christian music, to get people’s attention so they can share
the gospel with them

ARGENTINA

FUN FACT!
Argentina was home
to large dinosaurs,
including the
Giganotosaurus, one of
the largest meat-eaters
to walk on earth.

WOW, You have finished visiting Argentina! Make sure to
stamp your passport before boarding your next flight!

Paraguay
Ascending toward the sky, you follow the vast
Paraná River into the country of Paraguay. South
America’s second-longest river after the Amazon
River, the Paraná River is very important to the
citizens of Paraguay. A dam on this river produces
nearly 100% of the country’s electricity! Like in other
countries south of the equator, the seasons are the
exact opposite of what they are in the northern
hemisphere. While it’s March in the United States, it’s
September in Paraguay.
The locals are glad to see you, since Paraguay is one
of the least-visited countries in South America. As
a sign of friendship, they offer you a cup of maté, a
popular type of herbal tea served in a gourd with a
metal straw. As you enjoy the beverage, you listen to
the unique language spoken by the locals. Whereas
most people in South America speak Spanish, in
Paraguay, people whose parents came from Europe
traded their own language for the native people’s
language of Guaraní. We English-speakers have even
adopted a few words from the Guaraní language, like
the word piranha, which comes from the Guaraní
pira aña meaning “evil fish.”
“Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice
hospitality.” Romans 12:13 (NIV)

5th stop | PARAGUAY

Paraguay flag

Capital:
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MISSIONARIES
Early Saturday morning, you walk to the home of local
missionary and, in keeping with the culture, clap your
hands to let him know you’ve arrived because there are no
doorbells in rural Paraguay. Together, you walk to a church
where you help prepare lunch for 100 children. Your job is to
chop the cassava, a starchy root vegetable, and mix it with
cheese to make a traditional bread known as chipa. To share
God’s love with their community, the church provides lunch
to poor children and teenagers every Saturday and Sunday.
After lunched is served and the children take their seats, the
missionary opens the Bible and teaches about Jesus. Later,
he tells you that several of the children have accepted Jesus
as their Savior and started reading the Bible on their own.
Though poverty is high in Paraguay, so is the number of
people who can read and write—even higher than in the
United States! And thanks to missionaries who translated the
Bible into Guaraní, the people of Paraguay can read God’s
Word in their own language.
PRAYER REQUEST
Dear Father God, please help native missionaries teach children in
Paraguay about the Lord Jesus so that they will grow up to know
Him and to serve Him.
GIVING CHALLENGE
Every time you sit down to eat lunch this week, set aside a
nickel to put into the offering bank for poor children in need of
God’s love.

POP QUIZ!
Every Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning, Paraguayan
Christians prepare a meal for poor children and teens.

Q: Why do they spend their time, energy, and money to
do this?

A:

Because they want to share God’s love with people who are
in need and teach them about the Lord Jesus

PARAGUAY

FUN FACT!
Paraguay is home
to the world’s
largest rodent, the
capybara, which
can weigh up to
150 pounds.

Great, You have finished visiting Paraguay! Make sure to
stamp your passport before boarding the flight home!

FUN TIME!
Do you know which flag belongs to which country?
Color in each flag and fill in the name of the country.

2

4

3

5

Hi I am Wally!
Did you see me this issue?
If so how many times ?

A: 1. 1 -Argentina, 2 - Colombia, 3-Peru, 4-Mexico, 5-Paraguay
2. 8
3. 17

1

Peru has more than 1,800 species of birds!
How many birds can you find below?

FUN TIME

Name
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